i4       ELSAH  HISTORY 

i'mm^^^J  Published  by  Historic  Elsah  Foundation,  P.O.  Box  117,  Elsah,  IL   62028 


No.  95/96  1 

Summer-Fall  2008 
Double  Issue 


// 


ff 


The  People  of  Elsah 

by  Ed  Keller 

Elsah  in  the  1920s  &  1930s 


The  people  of  Elsah  were  good,  hard  working  people  who  enjoyed  the  closeness  of  the  valley. 


The  quarry,  on  the  riverside  beneath  the  bluffs,  became  a  profitable 
business  and  employed  many  of  the  men  of  the  village.  Some  also 
worked  near  Grafton  at  the  powder  mill.  When  The  Principia  came  to 
Elsah  [in  the  1930s],  there  were  some  who  worked  on  the  campus  in 
various  departments. 

Of  course,  the  ladies  of  that  period  stayed  in  the  home  and  raised  their 
families.  A  few  did  hold  positions,  but  mostly  the  men  went  out  into 
their  surroundings  to  supply  a  livelihood  for  their  families.  Time  has 
changed  this  activity  in  our  culture. 

Those  of  us  who  have  grown  up  with  the  love  of  our  Elsah 
community  are  a  rather  special  brand  of  people  who  have  lived  a 
different  style  of  life  than  those  who  were  city  folk.  We  had  a  special 
feeling  for  all  the  members  of  the  village.  Some  we  were  close  to; 
others  were  just  good  friends.  Back  in  the  time  in  which  I  am 
thinking,  I  was  a  young  boy  around  eight  years  old.  My  recollection 
is  that  I  knew  many  people  and  what  employment  they  had  and  how 
many  children  were  in  the  family.  Everyone  was  family. 

[Please  see  "Editor's  notes"  on  page  16.] 


As  I  project  my  thoughts  to  Elsah,  I  find  that  I  always  start  at  the  upper  end  of  the  valley,  on  Mill  Street 

John  Cronin  and  his  wife  Nettie  raised  their  four  children 
(Catherine,  James,  Robert  &  Edgar)  on  his  salary  at  the  powder 
mill  in  Grafton.  Nettie  was  known  for  her  good  cooking  and 
gentle  attitucie  and  lived  a  good  long  life.  She  was  a 
sweetheart  in  the  village.  They  lived  in  the  house  where  their 
son  Robert  now  lives. 


130  Cemetery  Road  -  Present  home  of  June  &  Bob  Cronin 


Photo  courtesy  June  and  Bob  Cronin 


*********** 


Above  this  house  was  a  chicken  coop,  where 
the  Cronins  raised  their  animals.  The  chicken 
coop  has  been  worked  on  and  remodeled  into 
a  very  nice  home. 


The  "chicken  coop"  hi  1991 

126  Cemetery  Road 

Present  liome  of  Linda  &  Ken  Deal 

*********** 


Harry  Lewder  and  his  wife  Daisy  liveci  not  far  away,  where  they  raised  their  three  children:  Robert,  Edward  & 
Douglas.  Harry  dici  odds  and  ends  for  whoever  needed  something  done. 


124  Cemetery  Road 
Owned  by  Cy  Bunting 


■k-k'kic-k-^-k-k-k-k'k 


Harry  Barnal  worked  in  the  village,  and  when  The  Principia  arrived  he  worked  on  the  campus.  His  wife  was 
Myrtle.    He  served  as  road  commissioner. 


Hariy  Barnal  as  a  quarry  worker         113  Mill  St.  The  original  house  is 

no  longer  standing;  the  replica  structure  on 

the  site  is  the  home  of  Sally  &  Gene  Horbelt. 

[Elsah  Citizens:  Harry  M.  Barnal  1878-1961;  Myrtle  Barnal  1881-1957] 
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in  Mill  St 
Presently  oiviied  by 
Deborah  &  Tim  Smith 


Henry  Pellikaan  and  his  wife 
May  were  fortunate  to  have  a 
cow  to  supply  their  milk  and 
probably  to  supply  someone  in 
the  village.  Henry  worked  at  the 
quarry. 


near     right:     May     and     Henry 
Pellikaan 

far  right:  Henry  as  a  quarry  worker 


[Elsah  Citizens:  Henry  Pellikaan  1866-1958;  Lillie  May  Pellikaan  1875-1940] 


********** 


Mike  Barnal  was  married  to  Mary  Jane,  who  was  called  by  many  "Maw."  Mike  worked  in  a  shop  as  a 
butcher.  This  shop  was  on  LaSalle  Street  across  the  street  front  the  Lawrence  Keller  residence.  This  building 
[known  as  the  "Robbers'  Roost"]  was  of  brick  and  stone  and  was  three  stories  high. 
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Barnal  family  at  the  Barnal  home  -  upper 
Mill  St.,  across  from  101  Mill  St.  (gone) 

[Elsah  Citizens:  Mary  J.  Barnal  1852-1937] 


Mary  Jane  &  Mike 
Barnal 


********** 


LaSalle  St.  -  the  "Robber's  Roost' 
-  where  Mike  -worked  (goiw) 


The  "Swiss  Chalet"  is  on  the  site  of  the  house  where  Callie  Barnal  and  his  wife  Annie  lived.   Callie  was  in  the 
construction  business.  I  imagine  he  helped  build  some  of  the  buildings  in  Elsah. 


:  '^^''^''«>'^^^^             -'^^^  ^ 

^KilflBCC     ■     -' 

"'Vii%^i^^^ 

iMh 

W^ 

^WHb^...^..., 

Callie  Barnal  with  shovel,  as  a  quarry  worker 
Number  95/96 


90  Mill  St.  -  Present  home  of  Donna  Wilson  &  family 
3  Summer  /  Autumn  2008 


Kate  Palmer  lived  in  a  house  on  the  west  side  of  Mill.  This  house  is  still  standing  and  is  a  lovely  shade  of  pink 

with  a  roundabout  porch.   [The  house  was  painted  a  different  color  in  2007.]   Many  big  trees  provide  shade  to 

the  yard. 

—  y 


87  Mill  St.  -  Present  liouie  of  Janice  Ncuhniis  and  son  Steve 


another  view 


Cret  [Chet?]  Cockrell  and  his  wife  also  lived  at  one  time  in  the  Kate  Palmer  house  on  Mill  Street. 


And  Alice  Condit  at  one  time  lived  in  the  famous  pink  house 
on  Mill  Street.  Her  father  lived  with  her  for  a  long  time.  Mrs. 
Condit  was  the  postmistress  at  the  Elsah  Post  Office.  A  very 
nice  lady.  She  once  had  the  office  in  the  large  stone  house  at 
the  corner  of  Mill  and  Selma  streets.  This  was  one  room, 
directly  on  the  corner  of  the  building. 


Alice  Condit  at  the  Post  Office, 
corner  of  Mill  &  Selma,  ca.  1940 


********** 


Photo  courtesy  ]u)ie  and  Bob  Cronin 


Fred  Spatz  and  his  wife  Lottie  enjoyed  their  home,  and  he  worked  at  the  quarry,  too. 


86  Mill  St. 

Present  home  of  Toin  Phillips  &  Tuan  Nguyen 

[Elsah  Citizens:  Fred  G.  Spatz  1866-1942; 
Lottie  Spatz  1877-1961] 

*********** 


Teenie  Jacobson  lived  with  her  father  Pete  Jacobson. 


90  Mill  St. 
Present  home  ofjoetta  &  James  Gray 

[Elsah  Citizens:  Peter  C.  Jacobson  1869-1934; 
Christina  Jacobson  1885-1935] 
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Sid  Calley  lived  with  his  wife  near  a  Httle  bridge. 


74  Mill  St. 
Present  hotnc  of  Janice  Eddlenian  &  Ann  Modak 


*********** 


Henry  Rister  and  his  wife  Mary  Hved  a  quiet  Hfe  near  the  village  park.    They  could  get  water  from  the 
bubbling  spring  that  was  the  heart  of  the  park. 


Henry  Rister  Mary  Rister  &  Henry,  1940 

as  a  qnarry         daughter  Ida,  ca.l913 

worker 
Tliree  family  p)hotos  courtesy  June  and  Boh  Cronin 


Fountain  Square  Park  &  69  Mill  St. 
Present  home  of  Linda  BoJiaker 

[Elsah  Citizens:  Henry  Rister  1866-1940] 


********** 


Walter  Cresswell  was  a  foreman  at  the  quarry  and  was  known  as  an  expert  stonemason.    He  and  his  wife 
Grace  had  several  children,  two  girls  and  two  boys:  Barnal,  Edward,  Marie  and  Bettv. 


Walter  Cresswell 


Grace  Barnal  Cresswell 


70  Mill  St.  -  The  Cresswell  Iwme  m  1963 


[Elsah  Citizens:  Walter  J.  Cresswell,  Jr.  1893-1968;  Grace  M.  Cresswell  1896-  ;  Barnal  W.  Cresswell  1916-1969; 
Edward  LeRoy  Cresswell  1919-1932] 
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Victor  and  Emma  Keyset  lived  in  the  two-story  brick  house  opposite  the  park. 


66  Mill  St. 
Present  lioiue  ofjeri  &  Ed  Lezvitz 


[Earh/  Citizens:  Victor  H.  Keyser  1867-1930;  Emlu  Keyser  1871- 


■k-k-k-k-k-k-k-kicit-k 


Grace  and  Ira  "Mac"  McColl  lived  in  the  little  stone  cottage  next  to  the  Keysers,  just  across  from  the  park. 


b2  Mill  Sf    -  PiL'^iiit  Ihvm  of  kntt  Rc^l 


ill  Smith  &  Joe  Niviii  at  the  McColl  home 


kickkkk-kkkk 


Thomas  Denham  worked  at  the  quarry  and  also  in  Grafton  at  the  powder  mill.  His  wife  Ivey  was  a  home 
person  taking  care  of  her  faniily,  including  two  sons.  Bob  and  Orville.  As  an  adult,  Bob  worked  for  the  Village 
in  many  capacities.  This  family  lived  in  the  little  white  house  next  to  the  park. 


1  59  Mill  St.  in  1995 
Present  home  of  Mary  Mannn 


Photo:  Jeralyn  Lewitz 


*********** 
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Another  Rister  family  (William  &  Violet)  were  living  in  the  house  right  next  to  the  schoolhouse.  William  was 
an  independent  trucker  and  he  and  his  wife  raised  five  children  there:  June,  Billy,  Clara,  Noel,  and  Charlotte. 


S7  Mill  St.  (frotii  the  school)  -  Present  home  of  Mary  Tober 


******** 


George  and  Ethel  Rawlings  had  a  brick  house  across  from  the  schoolhouse.  They  lived  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
and  came  up  to  Elsah  on  a  regular  schedule.  George  was  a  salesman  in  the  city  of  St.  Louis.  They  loved  Elsah, 
and  even  in  Ethel's  senior  years  and  shortly  before  her  death,  she  expressed  her  wonderful  feelings  for  the 
village. 


54  Mill  St.  -  Present  home  of  Norman  Brokaiv 


*********** 


William  Hunt  and  his  wife  Julia  lived  a  good  life  here  in  Elsah.   William  was  employed  at  the  quarry,  down 
by  the  river. 


.:   Julia  Hunt 


47  Mill  St.  {from  the  schoolhouse) 
Presoit  home  ofDede  &  Bernardo  Brumctti 


*********** 


Dick  Barnes  and  his  wife  Nora  had  one  son  Paul,  and  a  daughter  Margaret. 


[Elsah  Citizens:  Nora  E.  Barnes  1875-1939] 
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Groupj  in  photo:  Walter  Pipe  (brother  of  Mrs.  R.  L.  Mott), 
daughter  Bessie  Pipe,  son  Ralph  Pipe,  Mrs.  R.  L.  Mott,  3  Keller 
sisters,  Robert  L.  Mott  (mayor  of  Elsah) 

44  Mill  St.  -  Present  home  of  Randy  Khuier 
(from  the  laivn  of  the  Keller  home  -  43  Mill) 


Summer  /  Autumn  2008 


Wilson  Sherman  and  his  wife  Maud  Hved  next  to  the  Barnes  in  a  house  that  is  now  gone. 


*********** 


Elizabeth  Keller,  a  teacher  at  Grafton,  was  known  as  "Aunt  Lizzy."  Her  sister  Emma  Keller  was  nanny  to  the 
children  of  August  Busch  of  St.  Louis.  And  her  other  sister  Mary  Keller  was  a  housekeeper. 


43  Mill  St.  Ill  1910  -  Present  hoiiie  of  Gerald  Taetz  Tlie  3  kellei  •^I'-ters,  with  Robert  Lee  Mott  and  his  wife 


■k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k 


Tom  Adney  workeci  at  the  Elsah  quarry  and  also  at  the  powder  mill  in  Grafton.  His  wife  was  Mary  Adney. 
Al  and  Leesa  Spatz  later  lived  in  that  home. 


^'""^^em 


Mapile  St.  -  Present  home  of  Christy  &  Boh  Phillips  Mary  Adney        Al  Spatz  &  Tom  Adney 


■kkk-kkkk-k-k-k-k 


Bob  Legate  and  his  mother  Ermina  Legate  lived  on  the  corner  of  LaSalle  and  Maple,  on  what  is  now  the 
parking  lot  for  the  Christian  Science  Church. 


L....iJ..JMi......_Jl,il*^.J 

Robert  Legate  with  Benjamhi  (dad), 
Ermina  (mother)  and  sister 


No  longer  standhig,  but  reproduced  at  24  Palm  St. 
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Bill  Harris  worked  for  Mrs.  Ames  [at  Notchcliff  mansion]  and  was  a  road  commissioner. 


27  Mill  St.  in  1967 
Present  home  of  Joy  &  Tim  Booth 


********** 


Willis  Hungerford  worked  at  the  quarry.  His  granddaughter  was  the  Httle  girl  on  a  white  horse  who 
appeared  at  the  dedication  of  the  monument  in  the  village  park,  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  those  men  who 
gave  their  lives  in  World  War  I. 


Olga  Hungerford  & 
baby  daughter  Mary  Olga 

[Elsah  Citizens:  Willis  E.  Hungerford  1889-1949;  Olga  E.  Hungerford  1890-1969;  Mary  Olga  1916- 


********** 


Mrs.  Gill  lived  with  her  daughter  Muriel  Faulkner. 


25  Mill  St. 
Present  home  of  Marge  Doerr 


********** 


Henry  Garrell  worked  at  the  quarry. 
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Southeast  corner  of  Mill  &  Maple  streets  (gone) 
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William  Tonkinson  was  a  blacksmith  who  had  his  shop  on  Mill  Street  at  his  home. 


WUlimn  Tonkinson 


No  loii^ci-  ^tiiiidni^,  between  tJje  previous  house  &  the  Buggy  Shop 

(1903  photo) 


[Elsah  ati:ens:  William  W.  Tonkinson  1857-1952] 


********** 


Otto  Stephany  had  a  store  in  his  honie,  which  was  the  stone  house  on  the  corner  of  Mill  and  Selma. 


10  Selma  St.  in  1967 

Presentli/  owned  by  Debbie  &  Tim  Smith 


■k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-k 


Clarence  Fessler  built  the  house  that  is  across  from  the  Green  Tree  Inn  on  Mill  Street.    This  building  is  still 
standing. 


18  Mill  St.  in  1991 
Present  home  of  John  Reed  &  family 


kkkkkkkkk 
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Alice  Bates  was  the  postmistress  before  Mrs.  Condit. 


On  the  corner  across  Sebna  Street 
from  the  Stcphain/  home  (gone) 

Now  a  lovely  rock  garden 

as  a  part  of  the  Green  Tree  Inn 


*********** 


George  Bower  was  employed  at  the  quarry. 


5  Mill  St. 
Presently  owned  by  Betsy  Holt 


********** 


Bill  Segar  was  a  self-employed  painter  and  did  much  work  in  the  village. 


Bill  Segar 
^Jft.J  as  a  quarry  worker,  ca.1910 


Mrs.  McDaniel  &  Fred  Spatz  (1930s)  at 
3  Mill  St.  (the  Segar  home)  -  Present  home  of  Betsy  Holt 


************ 


Now  to  LaSalle  Street... 

August  and  Alice  Hilmer  came  to  Elsah  and  purchased  the  stone  house  across  the  street  from  the  Bible  House. 
They  lived  in  St.  Louis  and  came  to  Elsah  for  weekends  and  summer  living.  They  loved  this  village  and 
passed  this  feeling  to  their  son  and  his  children. 


10  LaSalle  -  Present  home  ofUte  Schweitzer  Levi 
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Miss  Mary  Hughes  lived  in  a  house  near  the  river.  It  was  called  the  Bible  House.  She  remodeled  this  house 
while  she  lived  here.  She  was  a  traveling  social  worker  and  attended  to  people  who  needed  her 
encouragement.  She  would  visit  prisons  and  read  her  Bible  to  the  prisoners.  She  was  a  very  respected  lady. 
[See  EIsa]i  History,  #88,  2004.] 


n  LaSaUeSt. 
Present  home  of  Jane  &  David  Pfeifer 


•kic'k'^'k'kir'kiric'k 


Mary  Worthey  opened  a  restaurant  in  the  two-story  brick  home  on  the  corner  of  LaSalle  Street  and  Elm  Street. 
She  also  took  in  boarders  who  enjoyed  her  hospitality.  Her  place  was  always  known  as  the  Worthey  House. 


14  LaSalle  St.  -  Present  home  of 
Paula  &  Ned  Bradley 


Mai  1/  I  \('/  they  (S'''  from  left),  Mayme  Worthey 
Jacob'^oii  (2'"*  fiom  light),  Willie  jacobson  (right) 


[Elsah  Citizens:  Mary  C.  Dougherty  Worthey  1863-1946] 


•ff-k-k-k-k-k-k-k-kic 


Mrs.  Renfro  purchased  the  stone  house  next  to  the  Worthey  House. 


16  LaSalle  St. 

Present  home  of 
Ann  &  Mark  Badascli 
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Julia  Piggott  lived  in  the  "gingerbread  house."  Her  son  Jim  drove  a  Model  T  Ford  car. 


19LaSalleSt. 
Present  Jionie  ofKathy  Baird 


Ina  Worthey  Lemherger,  daiigJiter  of  Mary 
Wortliey  (in  the  yard  of  the  Worthey  house, 
14  LaSalle  St.)  with  19  LnSalle  St^ 
in  the  background 


***■*■*■***** 


Lawrence  and  Emily  Keller  lived  at  22  LaSalle  Street.  Their  store  was  in  the  front  part  of  their  home,  and  a 
grocery  store  J.K.  Keller  &  Son  was  across  the  side  street,  Alpa  Street.  They  raised  five  children,  and  only  one, 
Edward,  stayed  for  81  years.  Ed  served  as  mayor  for  several  years.  Both  of  Lawrence  and  Emilv  Keller's 
larents  lived  in  Elsah  from  1875. 


Edivard  Keller  22  LaSalle  St.  -  Present  home  of 

Dory  &  Blair  Smith 


2U  LaSalle  St.  -  Formerly  ].  K.  Keller  &  Son 
Now  "Jeremiah's  Shop" 


************ 


Mr.  Royal  lived  in  the  village  with  his  daughter  Annette.  Annette  was  a  musician. 


24  LaSalle  St. 

House  between  Keller  home 

&  Village  Hall  (gone) 


Number  95/96 


13 


Summer  /  Autumn  2008 


Ella  Terry  -  Ramsey  Vanderslice  -  Langford  Vanderslice 


27LaSaUeSt. 

Present  Iwme  of  Karen  Rohne 


[Elsah  Citizens:  Ella  Vanderslice  Terry  1861-1951;  Ramsey  L.  Vanderslice  1891-1965] 

Dewey  McDow  and  his  wife  Mary  had  one  daughter  Nancy.  Dewey  and  his  sister  Lucy's  mother  was  Mary 
Huss.  Dewey  worked  on  the  rail  line  and  eventually  drove  the  Dinky  between  Alton  and  Grafton. 


Dexvey  McDow  29  LaSalle  St.  in  1967  -  Present  home  of  Nancy  McDow 


Lucy  McDow  lived  in  the  building  across  the  street  from  her  brother  Dewey.  She  was  a  very  popular  person 
in  the  village  and  sold  the  newspapers.  When  the  telephone  came  to  Elsah,  hers  was  the  only  phone,  and  she 
would  share  it  with  the  villagers. 


No  longer  sta)iding, 
LaSalle  St. 
"Union  Hotel" 


Dan  J.  Murphy  built  the  last  stone  house  on  the  west  side  of  LaSalle  Street.  There  was  a  tavern  in  this  building 
and  a  large  stone-in  basement  for  storage.  It  was  a  magnificent  building. 


33  LaSalle  St. (from  Sehna  St.)  -  Present  home  of  Pat  &  Duncan  Charters  Tlieresa  &  Daniel  ].  Murphy 

[Elsah  Citizens:  Daniel  J.  Murphy  1 854-1936;  Theresa  M.  Reintges  Murphy  1858-1920] 
Number  95/96  14  Summer  /  Autumn  2008 


Nettie  Segraves  lived  in  a  house  called  the  Loehr  house.  It  burned  after  World  War  I  and  was  never  replaced 


Corner  of  LnSnIlc  nml  Schna  streets  -  before  fire 


Paul  and  Alma  Barnes  built  a  house  on  the  site  of  the  Loehr  house.  Paul  was  another  of  the  several 
postmasters  of  Elsah.  Alma  was  an  important  citizen  of  the  village. 


12  Seliiia  St.  in  1991 

Now  Gerald  Taetz'  "Maple  Leaf  Cottage  Inn 


**A-***A':i'r* 


Jim  and  Sinie  Sherman  lived  in  a  house  next  to  the  present  Christian  Science  Church.  They  had  one  son, 
James. 


53  LaSalle  St.  in  200S 


Photo:  Jerahpi  Lewitz 
The  Sherman  house  was  replicated  in  1993  as  the  Christian  Science  Chiircli's  children's  room. 


■*****■**■**** 


Mrs.  Beatty  and  her  son  Donald  lived  in  the  Methodist  Parsonage.  In  later  years  Douglas  Hake,  who  was  our 
mayor,  lived  there  with  his  wife  Zelma  and  their  family.  He  worked  at  Principia  College  for  many  years. 


3  Valley  St. 

Present  lionie  of  Cindy  &  Stephen  Ira 
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Robin  Relph  and  his  mother,  Maida  Relph,  lived  on  Valley  Street,  and  he  worked  at  the  Post  Office  for  many 
years. 


11  Valley  St. 

Present  Jiome  of  Lisa  Wilcox 

and  faviily 


*********** 


Editor's  notes: 

1.  Most  photos  are  from  the  period  and  unless 
otherwise  noted  are  from  Historic  Elsah 
Foundation's  photo  collection. 

2.  Please  note  that  Mr.  Keller's  recollection 
does  not  include  all  families  &  properties  living 
in  the  village  during  this  period. 

3.  A  sincere  thank  you  to  Jeralyn  Lewitz  and 
June  and  Boh  Croninfor  matching  photos  to  the 
text  of  Mr.  Keller's  article,  as  closely  as  they 
could. 

4.  "Elsah  Citizens"  refers  to  a  1972  booklet 
that  lists  tombstones  in  the  Elsah  Cemetery. 


********* 


Eddie  Keller,  a  life-long  resident  of  Elsah,  at  a 
Historic  Elsah  Foundation  event  in  2006 

Photo:  Marie  Oleson 


*********** 


Marie  Cresswell 

Elsah  native  and  HEF  Board  member  emerita, 
Marie  Cresswell,  passed  quietly  away  at  Peace 
Haven  in  St.  Louis  last  June.  Marie  lived  a 
long  and  active  life.  After  many  years  working 
in  Dining  Services  at  Principia  College,  she 
filled  her  retirement  years  enjoying  her  family 
and  friends  and  serving  on  HEF's  Board.  She 
loved  Elsah  and  her  home.  The  stonework  on 
her  home  was  done  by  her  father,  Walter 
Cresswell.  Marie  was  much  loved  by  members 
of  this  community  and  she  will  be  missed. 


Photo:  Elizabeth  Oleson 
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James  Semple  and  the  Founding  of  the  City  of  Highland,  Illinois 

By  John  Johnson 

Most  local  people  are  aware  of  the  role  of  the  Swiss  immigrants  in  the  founding  of  Highland.  In 
1831  a  corporation,  mainly  of  the  Koepfli  and  Suppinger  families,  was  formed  that  bought  about  a 
thousand  scattered  acres  of  land,  mainly  north  of  present  Highland  but  they  planned  farms,  not  a 
town.  While  American  settlers  had  come  to  our  general  area  by  1804,  only  about  20  families  lived 
here  before  the  Swiss  and  they  had  little  role  in  creating  Highland,  with  the  exception  of  James 
Reynolds  who  was  the  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  quite  helpful  to  the  cause. 

Of  greatest  importance  was  the  role  of  General  James  Semple.  In  1836-37,  the  State  of  Illinois 
decided  to  fund  a  railway,  a  new  "high-tech"  concept  then,  which  was  planned  to  go  from  Alton  to 
Mt.  Carmel  and  pass  through  the  general  area.  Semple  was  Speaker  of  the  House  and  had  what 
would  now  be  called  "inside  information."  He  bought  land  where  it  was  expected  to  go,  then 
contacted  the  Swiss  and  suggested  platting  of  a  city  on  the  route.  It  was  Semple  who  suggested  the 
name  Highland.  In  the  city  plan,  the  street  that  is  now  Broadway  was  made  much  wider  to 
accommodate  the  train  coming  down  the  middle  of  the  street.  The  national  financial  crash  of  1837 
put  an  end  to  the  funds  for  a  railroad  so  when  the  auction  took  place  in  September,  1837,  less  than 
a  tenth  of  the  lots  were  sold.  It  was  not  until  June  of  1868  that  the  St.  Louis,  Vandalia  &  Terre 
Haute  RR  came  to  Highland.    By  then  Highland  was  an  important  town. 

While  he  was  a  founder  of  Highland,  not  many  here  know  about  General  Semple.  He  was  born 
January  5,  1798  in  Green  County,  Kentucky.  After  practicing  law  in  Kentucky  and  Missouri  he 
opened  a  practice  in  Edwardsville  in  1828.  In  1831  he  was  appointed  a  brigadier  general  in  the 
Blackhawk  Wars.  He  then  represented  Madison  County  in  the  state  legislature  twice  and  was  twice 
Speaker  of  the  House.  He  was  also  Attorney  General  of  Illinois  and  a  personal  friend  of  Abraham 
Lincoln.  From  1838  to  1842  he  was  U.S.  Minister  and  Charge  d'Affaires  to  Bogota,  New  Caldonia. 
He  was  then  Madison  County  Circuit  Court  Judge,  Illinois  Supreme  Court  Judge  and  U.S.  Senator 
from  Illinois  where  he  championed  the  National  Road.  In  1847  he  retired  and  worked  on  "Semple's 
Folly"  a  steam,  self-propelled  wagon  that  made  it  part  way  to  Carlyle  before  getting  stuck  in  mud. 
He  also  laid  out  the  Semple  Town  addition  in  Alton  and  the  town  of  Elsah,  where  he  was  postmaster 
and  died  December  20,  1866.  All  in  the  family,  his  brother  Robert  founded  Benicia,  California,  and 
his  son,  Eugene,  was  Governor  of  the  State  of  Washington. 


Editor's  notes: 

1.  John  Johnson  is  the  editor  of  Highlights,  a 
publication  of  the  Highland,  Illinois,  Historical  Society. 
This  article  first  appeared  in  the  July  2007  issue  of 
Highlights  and  is  reprinted  with  permission. 

2.  General  James  Semple  founded  Jersey  Landing  in 
1853.  The  name  was  officially  changed  to  Elsah  in 
1859. 

3.  The  picture  of  James  Semple  was  provided  by,  and 
reprinted  with  permission  from,  the  United  States 
Senate  Historical  Office.  Mr.  Semple  served  as  a  U.  S. 
Senator  (Democrat)  from  1843  to  1847. 


Number  95/96 


17 


Summer  /  Autumn  2008 


Report  to  Members  and  Friends 


The  long-awaited  exterior  renovation  work  and  painting  on  Farley's  Music  Hall  is  almost  finished 
and  it  is  beautiful.  Many  thanks  to  Jason  Roloff  and  his  crew  for  their  meticulous  workmanship.  A 
final  accounting  of  the  cost  for  this  project  will  be  in  the  next  issue  of  this  publication. 

Receipts  from  this  year's  Home  for  the  Holidays  will  be 
added  to  the  fund  for  the  renovation  and  care  of  Farley's. 
On  Saturday,  December  6,  many  generous  homeowners 
will  be  opening  their  homes  for  our  annual  house  tour. 
In  addition,  private  tours  are  scheduled  for  five  more 
days  in  December.  Tickets  will  sell  for  $15  and  can  be 
purchased  at  the  museum  located  in  the  Village  Hall, 
after  1:00  p.m.  on  the  day  of  the  tour.  The  tour  starts  at 
3:00  and  ends  at  5:45  p.m.  followed  by  the  caroling 
procession  and  the  lighting  of  the  Christmas  tree  in 
Selma  Square. 

Jason  Roloff  and  his  helper,  James  Bland, 
hard  at  work  preparing  Farley's  for  a  new 
coat  of  paint  Photo:  Marie  Oleson 


On  Saturday,  September  13,  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  sponsored  an 
excellent  talk  with  images  on  "Regional  Art."  The  speaker  was  Julie 
Dunn-Morton,  Curator  of  Fine  Art  Collections  for  the  St.  Louis  Mercantile 
Library  at  the  University  of  Missouri-St.  Louis.  Following  the  talk  in 
Wanamaker  Hall  on  the  Principia  College  campus,  docents  led  tours  of 
regional  art  in  the  Principia  College  collection. 

Our  next  speaker  will  be  stone  mason  Mike  Rhaesa.  Mr.  Rhaesa  says 
"Lets  Talk  Stone"  on  Friday,  October  17  at  7:30  p.m.  in  Farley's. 


Julie  Dunn-Morton 


We  send  a  heartfelt  thank  you  to  those  members  and  friends  who  have  contributed  so  generously  to 
the  long-term  care  of  Farley's  Music  Hall  with  their  support  of  the  Farley  Endowment  Fund. 


Lynn  Adams 

Helen  H.  Andrews 

Ann  and  Mark  Badasch 

James  Bayer  and  Family 

W.  Tuthill  Bayley 

Cynthia  Beavers 

Edith  Belote 

Linda  Bohaker* 

Paula  and  Ned  Bradley  * 

Lenore  and  Donald  Campbell 

Pat  &  Duncan  Charters 

Amy  Cloud 

Sue  Collester 

David  Coughtry 

June  and  Bob  Cronin 

Marge  Doerr 

Louise  and  James  Doolittle 

Jennifer  Dyck 

David  Foltz* 

Sue  and  Tom  Fuller 

Rosemarie  &  Richard  Gatehouse 

Greatriverroad  .com 


Marjorie  and  Henry  Hamlin 

Ellen  and  Stanley  Hanold* 

Phyllis  and  Edgar  Hansell* 

Betsy  Read  Holt 

Mary  and  Henry  Holt,  111 

Wendie  and  Jonathan  Hosmer 

James  Hostler 

Margaret  and  Andrew  Hyde* 

Candace  and  Erik  Jagel 

Adria  and  Ken  Johnson 

Betty  Jeanne  Johnson 

Marie  Jureit  and  Family* 

Lucian  Krukowski* 

Carolyn  M.  Lane 

Judith  A.  Lane 

Judy  and  Deane  Leonard* 

Ute  Levi 

Jeri  and  Ed  Lewitz* 

Phyllis  Bayley  Lockwood* 

Inge  Mack* 

Julia  N.  Marshall 

Christine  and  Tim  Morris 

Enid  Stidd  Narver 


Marie  and  Ole  Oleson* 

Lorraine  and  Warren  Passmore* 

Jane  and  David  Pfeifer* 

Nolan  and  George  Provenzano 

Thomas  Russell* 

Mary  Anne  and  Jim  Schmidt 

Jane  and  Dan  Schmit 

Jeanne  and  Gene  Shultz 

Ann  Barnes  Simpson* 

Dory  and  Blair  Smith 

Gloria  &  Jack  Snyder 

Helen  Sprague  and  Family* 

Carol  Stookej'* 

Mary  Talcott* 

Kathryn  and  Matt  Thompson 

Rose  and  Tim  Tomlinson* 

Alma  Tripidi* 

Valerie  and  Mark  Tucker 

Terri  and  John  Viner 

Marian  Wells* 

Nancy  Wiley 

Missy  and  John  Williams 

Kerrey  Lynn  and  Paul  Williams 


*more  than  one  contribution  or  a 
contribution  from  $500  to  $5,000+ 
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Village  Happenings 


Elsah's   very   own   Erin    Schreiber   and   her 

violin  made  big  news  recently  when  she  was 
named  the  new  assistant  concertmaster  for 
the  St.  Louis  Symphony  Orchestra.  Erin  is 
just  twenty  years  old  and  has  been  attending 
the  Curtis  Institute  of  Music  in  Philadelphia. 
The  audition  that  landed  her  this  position 
started  out  with  the  simple  purpose  of  gaining 
experience,  and  ended  with  a  dream  come 
true.  Villagers  have  enjoyed  hearing  Erin  play 
her  violin  at  local  events  since  her  early 
childhood,  and  it  has  always  been  the  general 
opinion  that  she  was  slated  for  great  things. 

My  Just  Desserts  closed  its  doors  in  May, 
and  Elsah  is  once  again  without  a  restaurant. 
My  Just  Desserts  on  Broadway  in  Alton 
continues  to  thrive  and  will  remain  open.  Ann 
and  Mark  Badasch  plan  to  keep  their  home  in 
Elsah,  but  the  Mott  Building,  where  the 
restaurant  was  housed,  is  for  sale.  We  all 
hope  it  will  be  purchased  by  someone  as 
caring  of  this  community  as  Ann  and  Mark 
have  been.   This  is  a  great  loss  for  the  village. 

Elsah's  front  entrance  has  a  fresh  new  look 
and  it  is  delightful.  A  young  tree  is  thriving, 
flowers  are  blooming,  and  cars  can  maneuver 
more  easily  between  LaSalle  and  Mill  Streets. 
Many  thanks  to  Bob  Smith  and  his  son,  Kary, 
for  all  their  good  work. 

Principia  College's  solar  car  finished  in 
second  place  in  the  2008  North  American 
Solar  Challenge  with  15  teams  competing  in 
the  race.  First  place  went  to  the  University  of 
Michigan.  The  race  started  in  Dallas,  Texas, 
and  finished  ten  days  later  in  Calgary,  Alberta, 
Canada.  Principia's  solar  car,  Ra  VII,  was 
built  and  raced  by  Principia  College  students. 
Principia  was  the  smallest  school  participating 
in  the  race. 

Elsah's  annual  photo  contest  winners:    The 

theme  this  year  was  Colors  and  Contrasts  of 
Elsah.  For  the  first  time  there  were  two 
purchase  prize  winners:  one  for  the  village  and 
one  for  the  surrounding  area.  Brady  Kesner's 
Flower  Box,  was  the  first  place  purchase  prize 
winner  in  the  village  and  Rosemary  Towey's 
Little  House  in  the  W^oods  was  the  first  place 
purchase    prize    winner    in    the    surrounding 
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area.  Winning  photos  will  appear  in  the  next 
edition  of  this  newsletter,  including  those 
receiving  special  recognition. 

The  flood  of  2008,  after  many  anxious  days, 
turned  out  to  be  a  non-event  for  the  village. 
Water  started  to  rise  in  April  and  closed  the 
River  Road  for  several  weeks.  The  water 
receded  in  late  June.  A  few  buildings  did  get 
some  water  in  the  basement,  but  no 
structures  sustained  any  damage. 
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Riverview  House  sandbagged  and  ready  for  the 
rising  water  that  already  covered  Mill  Street. 

Photo:  Marie  Oleson 

Stolen  property  returned  this  summer  was 

gratefully  accepted  by  HEF.  Over  30  years  ago 
a  mischievous  16-year  old  boy  visiting  the 
area  took  a  headstone  from  a  local  cemetery. 
As  the  young  man  matured,  his  remorse  grew 
until  finally,  through  the  internet,  he  learned 
of  HEF  and  made  contact.  With  our 
assurance  of  forgiveness,  he  shipped  the  47- 
pound  headstone  back  to  Elsah  from  his  home 
several  hundred  miles  away.  The  headstone  is 
in  good  condition  having  spent  these  past  30+ 
years  carefully  wrapped  and  stored  in  the 
basement.  The  inscription  reads:  "Minnie  L. 
Brady,  daughter  of  L.  M.  (or  H)  and  E.  I. 
Brady,  died  May  15,  1868,  3  yrs  8&  6  days." 

If  anyone  has  any  information  on  this  family, 
please  let  us  know.  Also,  if  anyone  knows  of 
other  such  pieces  of  historical  property  that 
have  been  "misplaced,"  please  know  that  its 
return  would  be  gratefully  received. 
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Upcoming  Activities  in  the  Village  ofElsah... 


"Let's  Talk  Stone"  a  conversation  with  master 
stone  mason,    Mike  Rhaesa.   Includes  images  of 
Elsah's  stone  walls  and  buildings. 
Friday,  October  17,  7:30  p.m.     Farley's  Music  Hall 

Museum  —  will  close  for  the  winter  Sunday, 
October  27'^.    It  will  be  open  for  the  house  tour  on 
December  6,  and  will  be  open  Fridays,  Saturdays 
and  Sundays  beginning  Friday,  April  3,  through 
Saturday,  October  31,  2009. 


Home  for  the  Holidays —  house  tour;  $15/person. 
Saturday,  December  6,    3:00  to  5:45,  followed  by 
caroling  procession  and  tree  lighting  in  Selma 
Square. 

Christmas  Sing  —  All  are  welcome 

Sunday,  December  21,    3:00  p.m. 
Starts  in  the  Methodist  Church,  moves  to  the 
Christian  Science  Church,  and  ends  with 
refreshments  in  Farley's  Music  Hall. 


Welcome... 

to  Beth  and  Jeff  Carey  —  107  Mill  Street 

to  Heather  Hamlet  and  her  daughter,  Jayleigh  —  Alpa  Street  apartment 
...to  Danne  and  Mike  Rhaesa  —  140  Mill  Street 


and  Farewell... 

...to   Ben  Schmidt  —  Alpa  Street  apartment 

...to   Eleanor  Barnal —  140  Mill  Street,  moved  to  an  assisted  living  facility  in  Bethalto 


Welcome  to  new  members  ofHEF:    Connie  and  John  Peters 


Historic  Elsah  Foundation  Board: 


President 
Vice  President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Board  members: 

Ann  Badasch 

Cathy  Barlow 

Steve  Ira 

Jeralyn  Lewitz 

Inge  Mack 

The  purposes  of  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  are  stated  in  the  Articles  of  Incorporation  (1971): 
"..  .the  preservation  and  enhancement  of  the  historic  buildings,  houses,  architecture  and  culture  of  the 
Village  ofElsah,  Illinois,  the  historic  areas,  the  publication  of  historical  brochures,  pamphlets,  and 
periodicals  regarding  the  Village,  and  the  establishment  of  an  educational  program  to  inform  the 
general  public  of  the  historical  and  educational  value  of  the  Village. 


Marie  Oleson 
Paula  Bradley 
Tim  Tomlinson 
Jane  Pfeifer 

Mary  Anne  Schmidt 
Jeanne  Shultz 
Gerald  Taetz 
Susan  Young 
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Elsah  History  is  published  by  Historic  Elsah  Foundation. 
Subscription  is  with  membership.    Editor:    Marie  Oleson 
Memberships  for  2008: 
Patron  $25  to  $99 
Supporter  $100  to  $249 
Founders'  Circle   $250  and  above 
James  Semple  Business  Associate  $100 
Please  send  memberships  or  letters  to  the  editor  to: 
P.O.  Box  117,  Elsah,  IL  62028 
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